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As Samoa’ s
Ambassador to

Japan, | would like
to take this
opportunity to
convey my sincere
appreciation to Mr.
Otsuka and other
former Japanese
volunteers who have worked in Samoa over the last forty
years for your support and attendance at the Samoa
Tokyo Embassy reception, at Hotel Okura, Tokyo, on 29
June 2012 to mark the 50th year since Samoa regained
her full independence as well as forty years of Japanese
volunteers in Samoa. This reception was largely a
practical demonstration of the appreciation and gratitude
of the leaders and the people of Samoa for the splendid
contribution made by the Japanese volunteers to the
development of Samoa as a new and small emerging
nation which is in an isolated location in the middle of the
vast Pacific Ocean. | sincerely hope that those former
volunteers who attended, some with relatives, enjoyed the
occasion including the Samoan entertainment bringing
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back joyful memories of Samoa, and also meeting fellow
former volunteers who they have not seen for many years.
On the occasion of the official opening of Japan’'s Embassy
in Samoa last week, which was attended by the
Japanese Parliamentary Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Hon. Minoru Kiuchi, and which | also attended, the
Prime Minister of Samoa made special mention of the
great contribution by Japanese volunteers to Samoa's
development and gave sincere thanks to those former
volunteers for their work in Samoa. | would like to
encourage all the former Japanese volunteers to work
closely, if and when you can, with Samoa’s Embassy in
Tokyo. Your support and cooperation will be greatly
appreciated by myself the
Ambassador and the Embassy
staff. Each of you can maintain
your links with Samoa by
contacting our Tokyo Embassy and
supporting the Embassy and its
activities.

Faafetai ma ia Manuia.
Leiataua Dr. Kilifoti Eteuati
Ambassador of Samoa to Japan.
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